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In the matter cof:
Jorge 8. Ruelos; M.D,

CONSENT ORDER

Pursuant to-R.I. Gen. Laws § 5-37-5.2, 1956, as- amended,

{1995 Reenactment) a report of 'a c¢claim was filed 'with the

Board. of Medical Licensure and ~Discipline (hereinafter

referred' tc as "Board") charging Jorge S. Ruelcs, M.D.,

Respondent, with violations of § 5-37-5.1. An investigation
¢ wWas condncted by,Investigétfnggﬁommittee}I,“so balled;_bf the

Roard.

The following censtltutes the aneséigating
Committee’s Findings of Fact with respect to the PlOfGSSlOﬂaLV
- performance. of the Respondent:

- Findings of Fact |

1. A 25 year-cld ' female was first seen Dby the
Respondent on December 29, 1994 at the prenatal clinic of a
- local hospital. - The patient ‘was thirty weeks pregnant with -
- her first baby. There is no documentation of urinary protein
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or sugar at this initial prenatal exam. but a diabetic
screening was. Qexf0£m@d An ultrasound, performed on January-
11, 1965 demonbtrated the gestational age of the fatus to. be.
thirty three weeks and uhree davs.‘ In Jaﬂuaxy'the patlent had-
positive @ugar in her urine, of 2+ on one,Vlsxt,and 3+ on
another visit.

2. On March 13, 1995 at 1336 hours the patiert wds

admitted in acti¥e laber.. The gestational age of the fetus

. was forty one weeks and two days. At 1555 .hours her cervix was .

4 centimeters dilated, 80% effaced and the fetus was at -1

station. The membranes. were . artificially .ruptutﬁd and
epidural anesthesia was started. There ‘Qéiéwuééniods of
- concern regaréiﬂg ‘the fetai hear* tracing~éf£é£T£61§=houws

No notation regardlng the fetal xacwng was done " Fetal scalp
PE was not done At 2120 hour% her cervix -was fully dLlated
and the feﬁus Was at Zero stdtLon The pdtLen‘ pushed for one

hour at whlch poznt the zetus was at +2 station.

3. A vactuum extractcr wasg ~appliied oy_the Respondent to - -

- the fetal head without success. Forceps were 'thén dpplied but -
a successful lock was not obtained.'i:Fundal pressure was
. epplied and the head was rotated and delivered. but. the.
anterior shoulder could not be deliversd.. Further rotation
was done usiné ﬁha d&rkscxgw_ménéuver toqf:ee the ﬁhould@r,
and the baby was delivered.. @hé APGARs at birth_énd at . 5
minutes wers fpéorw . 'The .blood | pF‘ 0f the baby was- 6.94

indicating severe hypoxia.



4. The Board of Medical Licensurs and Discipline finds
the  Respondent guilty of unprofessional condugt for departure:
from, and the failure to conform, to the minimal standards of
acceptable and prevailing=ohstetrical pﬁactice in violation of
Rhode Island General Laws §5 37-5.1 {19)

a) Lack of medlcal record documentatzcn reqard;ng fetal
heart rate mcn&toxlng and of the tlme it rook to del;vex the;::,

baby's headltoltae'txm§“to.deixvar:the'rémalndéf"df the body

b} -Fallure  to- follow up -and use 'available- diagnesti¢

modalities such as 1l)préhatal urine and blocd sugar testing ™
2yintrapartum ~fetal - assessment  such "as’ scalp pH~ and . 3).

assessment for a disproportion between the fetus and  the.. .

mother's pelvis,.

c} A cesarean section”shdﬁiémﬁéyé'beenwbérféiméd,

| The partiésfagree aé f@lioﬁs* “

(1) The Re spmndent is a phys .cian llcensed and
deing business: under and- bv virtuve cf the Laws of the State of .
Rhode island, allcpatth license numbeb, MD 06564.

7(2)7 Respwndent,adm;ts to the jurisdiction of the Board
and hereby aqéees tec remain und@r,thé'jurisdictiag of the
Board. | |

(3) Respondent has read this Consent Order and
understands that it is a proposal of Investigating Committee
1I of the Board and is subject to the final approval of the
Board. This Consent Order is not binding on, respondent. until .

final ratification by the Board.



(4) Responﬁént hereby acknowladges and waives:
‘a. -The right . to. aﬂpear personally*=b£ ¥by=
coungel or both beForg the Baard-
b. The right to ?roéuce witnesses and
_evidencé fn his beﬁaif"at a hearing?
c. The rlght to cross Gdelne meneqsps~

d. The right to have subpaenaa issued by the

Board;

e. The right  to, further procedural  steps

except for specifically contained herein;
£f. Any and all rights. of appeal of this.
Consent 6rder;
g. - Any ob}e”tlon to the .fact. that this
Consent . Qrder will be.- p%esentad to the‘
Board for con51derdtlcn and review;
h. Any ObjéCthn o the fact thet lt w1ll be -
necessary for the Board tQ bgcqme_
: acguainted with all\evideﬁce,ggrtaining
to this matter in order to review
adequately this Consent Order;
i.  Any objection to the fact that potential
bias against the Respendent may occur as
a result' ij the ﬁresentation.:oi this
Consent Ordex.
(5) ITf the Consent order is not acéeptad;by the .
- Respondent, the'Investigative*Committee-will=recomm@ﬁd to the -

Board that an Administrative Hearing be scheduled with respect



tc any and all acts of alleged unprofessional"éonductc If the
Board approves, a. Hear*ng Committee will be convened - far the
purpose of -conducting the- Aﬁm;nlstratlve Hearlng The "
compositicn of the Hearing Commlttet is debcrlbea oy statuue
if the Hearing Commltte@ vote% Sine ?avor- of f;vdlng he .
Respondent gullty of unprofesammnal uonﬁuct Aas speelfled in.
the charges, the Board shal; prepare writteﬁ finding:oi fact
. and law in support.of .said contlusion.. ILf the accused is £ound .
not guilty, the Board shall, forthwith, issue an order
dismissing tha charges.
(6) Acceptance of this Consent Order constitutes.an.

acknowledgement' hj;:thé;;ﬁeépondenﬁ of the Inveétigative

Findings set forth herein.

{7 This Consent Order shail beﬁome part cE the publlc
record of thlﬁ proceed ng once it 1is acbepted by all partiea
and by the Beard

{8) f611BIP to comply .with this. Consent Order, when
- signed and accepted, shall subject the Respondent ‘to further
disciplinary action.

{9) Respondent accepts the  Board’s .finding of
unprotfessional conduct with a sanction of ‘a Reprimand.
Further, the Respondent shall be required to complete
continuing medical education of at least twenty hours in
-indications for and mhnagement of Cesarean Births. The course
shall be prerabprpvéd .by.'th@: board. and. documentation of
-satisfactory completion: shall be forwarded to the bcard,wlthln

six months of the signing of this agreement



10. There shail be an admiﬁistrative fee of $500.00 due

within. 90. days of”the‘acceptaﬁC@ of this agresement.

Signed this

Jorge}3.‘Ruelos, M.D.

‘Ratified by the Board of Medical Licensure and Discipline at

a meeting held on F¢(DCﬁﬂMU: 1998,

Bt 0T b, Mb_HPH

Patricia Nolan, MD, MPH .
Chairperson- . . .
Board of Medical Licensurer and
Discipline - - .



